
2016 Provincial Fraternal Visit
by

Gloucestershire & Herefordshire
to

The Keynsham Priory of St.Keyna

On  Monday  18th January  2016  the  Keynsham  Priory  of  St  Keyna  heartily
welcomed  our  newly  honoured  Provincial  Prior  for  Somerset  R.E.Kt.Barry
Burridge KCT, who was  accompanied by  the Provincial Sub-Prior, E.Kt.Neil
Hawes  PGtStdB(B)  Provincial  Officers  and  a  considerable  number  of  other
Eminent and Brother Knights from the Province of Somerset. 

This  warm  welcome  was  also  extended  to  E.Kt.Charles  Gerald  Ricketts
PGtStdBr(B),  the  Provincial  Sub-Prior  of  Gloucestershire  and  Herefordshire,
and 23 other distinguished Eminent and Brother Knights who accompanied him,
on this the first reciprocal fraternal Provincial visit to Somerset.

In all, Seventy-Five Knights witnessed the resplendent occasion when Brother Kt. Andrew Gavin Bardens was  installed
as  a  Knight  of  the  Order.  The  Priory  was  opened (and  closed)  by  the  Eminent  Prior, E.Kt.Mike Wake who then

invited E.Kt.Ray Sheppard to conduct the ceremony;
most  ably  assisted  by  E.Kt.Adrian  Jones  who
conferred  the  Degree  of  St.Paul,  R.E.Kt.Barry
Burridge KCT who awarded the Accolade, E.Kt.John
Creech who gave the Banner Address, E.Kt.Bill Parks
who  recounted  the  Legend  of  the  Approach,
E.Kt.Malcolm Behling who explained the Octagonal
Table  and  E.Kt.Adrian  Jones  who  described  the
Banners  in  the  East.  Overall  a  very  splendid
ceremony.
The  atmosphere  during  the  after  proceedings
reverberated throughout  and when the “traditional”
scrumptious fayre arrived it was fervently devoured.
Those who were expecting three servings of trifle (as
last  year)  were  slightly  disappointed  but  this  was
quickly  forgotten  after  devouring  the  “Haggis”
(traditional  in  the  sense  that  is  was  nearly  Burns
Night) dowsed  in  whisky  (and  sacrilege  to  those
whisky lovers amongst us).

The usual Toasts followed, culminating in the REPP thanking St.Keyna for hosting this fraternal visit and congratulating 
them on the splendid manner in which the ceremony was conducted. He added that he was looking forward to promoting
further the growing relationship which now exists between the two Provinces. E.Kt.Ricketts reiterated these sentiments, 
and gave the apologies of the REPP of Gloucestershire and Herefordshire for missing this magnificent occasion.



Overall, a good evening was had by all and this Knight at least looks forward to further fraternal meetings with other 
Provinces.    

More photos can be found on the St.Keyna Preceptory web page of the Somerset Provincial KT web-site at

http://www.somersetkt.org.uk/stkeynapreceptoryno455.html
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